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this looks like
ajob for
THE

trl^CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

B-.adeci  pt 'ar1 shades cir ip

i ronr crysial  scoi . rces;

l lun'r :  br :st  { rcnr a 1908

sr iver t ropl-r ; r  cr :p;  l rere I

s i t  on a bLrbbi ic ious pink

,relvei  bench with l .aur- ; r

Zi f fer  anci  L i r rda McFalone,

dynamic design duo anC

co-ewners of  iu iL.r  Porn,  Los

Gatos'  super-ch c i ' rorne

Irrr : ishin,-1s bout ique.

oPPosrrE: A dreanry polka-

dot scr inr  wi t l r  {eathery

t i r ! :acks c l iv ic les our bed-

roor-n in io a s ieeping naok

and a separate s i t t ing area.

\ / int  r r ro 1, ,^. ' . . .  c t : r to. l

as a s ic le lable ; rnd t l re

r , i id,-d ln i r ror  pror:ped

uo or;  : rnt ique bool<s i l re

sic lnaturr :  iu l r - r  Ponr iooks.

B;rmbco bi i r rds qive a hint

oi  lhe t r r :p ic; : l  l r ) ! rches

usad tr t  t :v i ' : r t t  r  
" 'crr t .

the

a-knockin', your home will be rockin !
45



"raowwe hnve

Perfect waves, umbrella drinks, and a thatched bungalow

in Fi l l - that 's how my husband, Jimmy, celebrated our

l0th anniversary. The only problem? I wasn't  with hirn

on this boys-only surf  safar i .

To make i t  up to me, he gave me the ult imate gif t :  a

bedroom rnakeover by lulu Pom, a Bay Area home fur-

nishings boutique co-owned by interior design drearn

team Laura Zif fer and Linda McFalone.

I 'd long lusted over the lulus' salvage-chic retro style,

with i ts dist inct ive use of heir loom si lver, crystal chan-

del iers,  and luxe si lk accessor ies.  In fact ,  whenever I

stepped into their  store,  I  fantasized about s ipping

mart inis with Frank Sinatra and Ava Gardner. So the

chance to work with these wornen was a dream come true.

Though they've cornered the

market on vintage Hol lywood

glamour, the lulus mix found

objects and rehabbed furnishings

with comfy new pieces, so the

result is functional and fresh.

Jimmy and I  thought their  aes-

thetic would be a good match

for us.  Al though our Victor ian

bungalow was burst ing wi th

charming architectural detai l ,

our style wasn't  as sophist icat-

ed as the house, and we truly

longed for an inspir ing,  one-

of-a-kind haven.

htufuM.
trop rca j .
I  tend to c, . ,er inr , i l lge in

b,r iq l : t  t - t iors,  so t i re iu lus

pron!sed l ( }  t f lne doy{f l

i r ' rv neon Dniet te.  "A l i t t le

cJoe5 i r  lonq way, 5i : ry5

L.: i ;1. : . :op l r ; r '  l t  toOk

ainr i t i le '  { 'or  thr .  iu l i . :s  to sei i

us on a s i+ne clrer i lh ior

oui  c i i r l i r rc l  roorn bul fet ,

b l r l  r r* ' .v  w* iove i t ,  espe-

r : ; , r i i 'v  i : i r  i -e{ lect ion in t l re

i i lcoac, m;t f0r .  a lo l  rcM

l r r r ,  This i iesk sen'es as.r

dersscr i  iable ior-  pal t ies.

BEi.oi€;  Oi l r  "Vic i<1" i ;un-

qaioiru r locks i ; r  a i  a t rzy
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accessories
clocl(wtsE FRoM BErow: Jimmy and I with sons

Saxon, 5, and Tanner, 7; f lower bal ls on julep

cups give purple pop to the white mantel;  a

"people jar" col lage incorporates vintage t in-

types with found objects; this fern wreath is a

great rust ic touch in an otherwise sl ick space;

"A girl can never have enough silver trays," Laura

says. Here, we use one {or tea service. They're

also great for displaying makeup and perfume.
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:
-.After we set a budget for the bedroorn redo, the lulus ban--
- jshed us from the house for a few days while they worked
- .

their  maEic.  When I  walked in and saw our bedroom for

-the first.3ime, I felt like a movie star! Linda popped a bottle
" '  

of bubbly'and sl ipped a rhinestone t iara on my head as

t

I
ina'Aguii lera's "What a Gir l 'Wants" blasted. Every

nook and cranny was dialed out with the most gorgeous

details, and they even retrofitted our fireplace with a vintage

rnantel ,  oPPoSlrE.They hung an ant ique French window

above it, and had an "R" for Ratcliffand an address repre-

senting our I0 years of marriage painted under the original

design. The piece de resistancet a bench painted gold, covered

in sumptuous pink velvet, and nicknamed "bubblicious" by

Jimrny. 'We loved the bedroom so much I invited the gir ls

back to do the rest of the house.
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"We were going for glamour-girl meets surfer boy

in this sweet sleeping nook," Laura explains. "For

you, a gorgeous chartreuse silk throw, velvet tufted

pillows, and bench. For him, a modern upholstered

headboard to make i t  less chickadelic." Since rny

gurus informed me there's no such thing as too

many tufted pieces, I  scored the pair of si lk chairs,

BELOW, at  a f lea market at  6:JO a.m. The fabr ic was

discolored in a few spots and I  was i tching to

recover thern, but I 've learned from the lulus that

things don't  have to be perfect. Imperfections add

character.

"That 's i t .  You're done,"  quips Laura in her

trademark Sahara dry style when the makeover was

finished. Wait,  can't  we do the att ic? The basement?

The pool house?Anything. I'm hooked on lulu Pom.
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An o{f ice is tucked

into a corner of  the {ami ly

room. Adjacent to the desk

is my {ave detai l ,  a funky

carousel  p laque Linda

snagged at  a f lea market.

A si lk parasol  and a

sweater-weave basket add

height to a media cabinet

faux-paintc.d by art ist

Shannon Kaye.

"We didn' t  want to give

you some Tomny Baharnas.

Pirates af  the Car ibbean

theme," Laura says. To

soften a harsh glare,  the

lulus covered the French

doors and windows with

bamboo woven with twine

I
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The lu lus '  next  mission? Transforming our fami ly room (nick-

named "the bowl ing al ley" for  i ts  narrow layout)  into a comfy

space where the boys could hurrker down for Spongebob

Squ arepants marathons.

"We kept your s i tuat ion in mind: greasy-handed kids dive-

bombing of f  the arms of  the sofa,"  Laura says with a laugh.
"That 's real  l i fe,  and we can' t  take that away from you."  The

solut ion:  an indestruct ib le plne coffee table and a so{a s l ip-

0

covered in brown with ( t iny) pink dais ies.  Not too feminine

and, best of  a l l ,  stain-hiding. " l t 's  e legant,  and you can swap

or-r t  the pi l lows at  any t ime,"  says Laura,  whose hubby, Alan,

made the bookshelves above the desk

from salvaged corbels.  Though empty at  the moment,  the

gold f rames are perfect  for  d isplaying the boys'  macaroni-and-

glue masterpieces. Weathered green shutters and l ime glass

giobe pendants add to the understated tropical  e legance.
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Go from gaudy to gorgeous by l imi t ing "pop '
pieces. Three brightly,colored accessories per room
is a good rule of  thumb.

Arm yourself with a battal ion of old si lver, vintage books
and cake stands. They add levels and layers and
splashes of  color You can' t  sty le a room without them.

Continuity is key. Avoid style schizophrenia by
maintaining a f low throughout your home. Even though
you just  ief t  a room, your brain st i l l  remembers where you
were. So be somewhat consistent about establ ishinq a
theme and fol lowing through. {
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