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buying a house in their  nat ive Los Angeles was near ly impossible

without a movie-star bank account, they headed north to Grants

Pass, Oregon, and boughtf ive acres of  what used to be a dairyfarm,

They couldn' t  af ford an archi tect ,  so Char les,  a landscape designer/

contractor,  designed the plans fortheir  new home. " lwas a l i t t le stressed,"  Kar i  says

with a laugh. "The only th ing he'd ever bui l t  was a doghouse-and not a very good

one, at that. "

she needn' t  have worr ied.  The sel f - taught couple not only bui l t  the home them-

selves on weeknights and weekends, but also landscaped the property,  including

a commercial  greenhouse and an orchard.  Thir teen years later,  Brooks Farms and

Gardens has become the "plot of countryside" they always yearned for.
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the Sout l 'ern Cal fornia sand, wanteo to or.rg a

beachy vibe to their  l iv i r^g roo.n.  So Kar i  acces

sor ized with o d globes, naut ica fabr ics,  and sea-

shel ls.  Arn-ed with a na l  gu^,  she and l^er s ister,
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Jennifer Bright (co-owrer of Cor^rett ,  a pa"ty-

favor company featured in our December '05/
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RrcHr.  " l t  was real ly sat isfy ing-and I  got the

bar I  a lways wanted."  The spira sta:rcase was

an afterthought when Charles discovered that

a standard stai 'case would have gobbled up

an ent i re wal l .  "  l t  real ly adds to the home's

postmodern farmhouse feel ,"  he says.
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Audrey's bedroom, Kari gravitated toward the soft

^i^L" "^.- l  
:nr i rarc th: t  "cnr:na nr r t "  { rnm r l r in nILr raL JP'  q ,Y vuL

seashel l  pr ints above the bookshelves

" l t 's  k ind of  an ant i  k ids room: no

primary colors, no cartoon characters."

Instead, she art fu l ly  arranged natura eleme^ts,

v intage toys,  and mementos.  And as usual ,  she impro-

vised. When the nerfect  s+r inad fahr ie fnr  +ho r j "anes

^1,, .1^.- l  
h^.  

"h^ 
,^,hi^^^. ]  , ,n :  nr i r  f .^-  .  . "^, , . "uP o vorL

shower curtain.

For the master bedroom, RtG HT, she jumped

through hoops to import  a Br i t ish Colonial  s le igh bed

made of  reclaimed teak from lndia.
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their dream home, they moved on to the back-

yard. Charles designed the pool to fol low the

shape of the pond so that when you're sit t ing

poolside, the pool appears to empty into the

water beyond. "The ponds are so well  stocked with largemouth

b,ass, blue gi l l ,  and catf ish that i f  you cast your l ine, you're guar-

anteed to catch one," Kari says.

Whether i t 's a chorus of croaking bul l frogs or an osprey diving

in and snatching a f ish from the pond, Wild Kingdom moments

^-^ ^ r ' i l "  L:re.  "Al l  we ever wanted was our ownors d uoi ly

nateh o{ oreen " she sav5. "We never dreamed we would be

able to create such a sanctuary."

0PP05lT€: L,r+i

*ti:ti:-s .:i: if,e "**c1<-

ri'.;lir, " ; pl;'.1+ri:r

:irat rii.. r';4:i i-i..

f ; , f*J,  i ie : . ' : l ln:-

r isr t i i l *  * ie i : ie.  I t - t  I  s

PAGE. TOP L€Fi:

i ir i i  e!+r! g;:i:r l 1,i:r:

: i t i r r i r i i lS i : , : l * i 's

:ri-:: l ' i :ae i it+tat u: ;s

:r : : : i *  l : ,1: ; |  : i .  TOP

Rte ut :  i i r i r ;  h*a; : ;

-ir: l-!:e. ,rv;:;*; i ir : l i i

a';ir' ',.:: 4q: *t h.lri 'r ilr:

* i : l i i :+:a.  LFrT:

Ch;r le *  i+rn ' : :  r i : is

r*::r!,um:ele':::ia-iii iirri

iir: irri*; .:ei. '#l

80


