


buying a house in their native Los Angeles was nearly impossible

onhe, at that.”

Gardens has become the “plot of countryside” they always yearned for.

without a movie-star bank account, they headed north to Grants
Pass, Oregon, and bought five acres of what used to be a dairy farm.
They couldn't afford an architect, so Charles, a landscape designer/
contractor, designed the plans for their new home. ”| was a little stressed,” Kari says

with a laugh. “The only thing he'd ever built was a doghouse—and not a very good

She needn't have worried. The self-taught couple not only built the home them-
selves on weeknights and weekends, but also landscaped the property, including

a commercial greenhouse and an orchard. Thirteen years later, Brooks Farms and
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shells. Armed with a nail gun, she and her sister,

Jennifer Bright (co-owner of Confetti, a party-
favor company featured in our December ‘05/

January ‘06 issue), made a bar by topping

an old corbel with a piece of wood molding,
RIGHT. "It was really satisfying—and | got the
bar | always wanted.” The spiral staircase was
an afterthought when Charles discovered that
a standard staircase would have gobbled up
an entire wall. "It really adds to the home's

postmodern farmhouse feel,” he says.
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Audrey's bedroom, Kari gravitated toward the soft
pinks and apricots that "sprang out” from a trio of

seashell prints above the bookshelves.

“It's kind of an anti-kids room: no
primary colors, no cartoon characters.”

Instead, she artfully arranged natural elements,
vintage toys, and mementos. And as usual, she impro-
vised. When the perfect striped fabric for the drapes
eluded her, she whipped up a pair from a canvas
shower curtain.

For the master bedroom, RIGHT, she jumped
through hoops to import a British Colonial sleigh bed

made of reclaimed teak from India.
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their dream home, they moved on to the back-
yard. Charles designed the pool to follow the
shape of the pond so that when you're sitting
poolside, the pool appears to empty into the
water beyond. “The ponds are so well stocked with largemouth
bass, blue gill, and catfish that if you cast your line, you're guar-
anteed to catch one,” Kari says.

Whether it's a chorus of croaking bullfrogs or an osprey diving
in and snatching a fish from the pond, Wild Kingdom moments
are a daily occurrence here. "All we ever wanted was our own
patch of green,” she says. "We never dreamed we would be

able to create such a sanctuary.”
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